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The hatehes are coniing back,
Bt even without them,
the 30kinch-plus Drowhs

have plenty to caf

i thse Fast Deanch sty bn dhe mid S0s throoghout i Frovm bt 1l s
summmeer, i vou I G 2 Hm i = atalin aliite® 9 Jumse, trowe readi
itclies of Noe-winged & A Ciares (= 143 with g creame
weris, Calaills, and tan amid i L hili= TR T L Mighis of Siilpliars




either the spring melt or heavy shawers
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stretch thay covers 11/ miles of stream
el the East Brnch [hm, Some divs, anil
why | laven't a chuc, this wiser Is chock-ull
of mative brook trout in the 5- (o B-inch
g B Juiky ancd Asegust —jiggain Tor resisons |
can't understnd —1 genermlly have this entife
section to mvsell, especially on weckdays
The West Branch is a guintessenatial

RIVER

castern (peestanct Munmmg throtgh a wide 'ﬁ'#‘f""
valley from the hamlet of Wilcox down 1o ,L_f;i.f'
Johnsonburg and covers that entire temmile HOCE: 4X1L nymph, weighuod with s
stretch alongside Rowte 219, It fishes well 10 0 12 wraps of 032" dameter b2
early in the year hut wilrms gquickly. The S y [F AhE
hatches here lean heavily 1o caddis, but THREAD: Blsck Kevlar (s you can M rlf'.f" } r.rn-
there s a decent selection of Cahills (=12 "'"‘_""’Nlﬂﬂimwulh:hﬁ]ﬂh-:. L o
aned =14y and March Browns (2143 as well BODY: Mutria fur with gisand hairs, A lf FEGHENTY AT LR wLE—]
i apain oyt thresd and wrapyeed iy, } d

as a hatch of small stoneflies im May and i Sk AL it s
june known as ihe Little Green sally, Tall: Matchsipe climp of either
Alloperta imbacilic, that is copled very mink gurd hair or black squirrel
mhoely By a lime-bodied stimulator with & 1l one hook-gap kng.
mutural deer-hair wing on an =18 hook

sarch Browns cmerge as carly a3 Aprl 1

and as Jate g micjume on both branches, although, as you
would expect, hatches ane spotty on the extreme enids of
ihe calendar, Standand, fulbiackle patterns will work for
searching the water, but | prefer fishing a =14, AXelonp.
weightcd Hare's Ear 1o mitate the stocky ny miphs

This no-wading, catchand-release, Ny-fishing-only
section just below a litthe cluster of houses at Tambine,
while not big water, can be difficult to fish because of

Fise Wesr Rrarssch of flw CRavion e das e dariaiees, Aty o
Gorven Db, ammd plendy of belding ool for o fh The Nisdri
Alprifeh, i peeTic fraftiem refareseriing Ivaflgrarmemiianes, flomeTies,
Dardiilals, araigd ariiefty Kareyee prang ablor DS, pivarind poedl for frowr
Hhir it e Cliardon Biver system anal 18 deadly on e larger
yrurtar bl Mgy frar sl aidly faamd {oilmm )
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the wading restrictions. It is some of the prettiest water
an this branch, however, and worth the casting prob.
lems fis heavily vegetaned banks can create

The big anriction on the West Branch is the Green
Drke, which staris apsund June 1. 1U's hand to be o
rab-rahy abown this big mayfly because good hatches are
weather dependent, and same yeirs it just docsn’t scem
o come off at all. Mast of the regulars wha follow this
drake fish the spinner fall just after dark with extended
bosdy Coffin Flies (the female spinnee) on a lighe-wire,
210, 2%-long hook. When 1 know the time s right,
arcund June 1, 'l probe the mins and p wils with a shig-
gy, weighted tan nymph ted on a =10, IX Tacworke, anal
will ofien .Ilm_L U same of the nicer fish in this Branch

Fiveweight outfits in the 8 or Ofiwot rnge, although
slightty mowe stick than vou might think you need when
v fest look at these too streams, will be weloome for



thhe Bonjzish cos reguired in the few Lime pools. And both
brusches are chissic mymiphing wister 50 you'll appocciate
sintln 1l Betngth and the backbone w theow o e bed

Hoth branches receive stockings of nearly 12,000
hroaks, brawns, and rainbows exch year from the
Willamette Fish and Game Club and many of these are
hoxlchng: ovier CRpL llhy i the Exst Prancli The resulis
aff this “jump st —which kas been going on for near
Iy 1 Vears—in rebuilding the fishery s remarkable
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The Main Stem
All-Tackle, Trophy-Trouwt Water. The 700 miles
between Johnsonburg and Ridigway wis given the des
Igmation “All Tackle Trophy Teowt™ water (bait, lures
and iies are permitted but thene s @ Hmin of rwo trout
during the regulir scasond in 1995 and contains char
acteristics of both of the branches, 1 well as 2 tantaliz
ing preview of the sinewy nN'L!. river it will become
i another 20 miles Or so

If you're 3 slightly betber caster than | am, vou can
probably throw o S-weight line across this 6k 1o K0
feot-wide section of the rver. Each bend las either a
deep mn or rock-studded peod, b thie Jow ows of
summer can make for long, <shallovw mifles i between

Most of the hatches found on the brmches e
sent in the frst two miles below thedr confluence, bt
perhaps becouse the cooaling water of the East Branch
dissipates within this distance, these hatches taper off
by the tme you reach the lower five miles of this pe
chally repulated winer

Fake note thag pwo knddowners with PROpCTTY Coatigu
ous o this specially regulated section have st their
groumnd aEainst erespossing. The
ks considercd navigable, =0 pccess may be gained by
parking on cither end of their signs and walking either
upsineam or coswn. As bongt s vou sty inside the nomal
spring high-water mrk on the bank, vou e begal

Either a brown-bodicd, deerhair caddis of a vellow
or green-bodicd Stimukior in =14 and =16 will match
the domimant cuddis that comes aff nsost o cnings from
May o Sepremiber. | can usually keep mvaell busy with
elther an olive or darkbrown Hane's Ear (& 14 or = 1)

Corrtinned on fige 76

il Hiver, howevier,




THE CLARION RIVER . . .

Camtfinrsieed froam poge 59

are fully recovered hefore releasing
ihem. A spuick fight —requinng the se
of sppropiniascly heavy tippel material—
anid carcful releise will prevens e
exsary mesraliey.

While | lowve in dearty and fishy a0 regu-
larfy, the approximatcly S0mile section
frowm the Claringeon Bricse g e bock-
weaters of the Hig Pincy Dam b too sy
during the prime summer months for
oy st Two state parks. Chear Creek
and Cook Forest, with il the peivately
wwned canoe rental operations and
towarkst arrractions kocatcd bn their imnc
diate vicinity, tend 1o comtribate 1o (e
theme-park amosplwre. Colncldenally,
ihis §s where the (laron begins 1o fecl
more like o river 1o me, since two of my
best double hands will not span s 200-
foot widih, 1n's also where the nsost hiis-
aandbke of all the hatches tikes place,

Heginning i the [ast week of May, o
listle blick canblis, Clvmrra atterivim,
cotyes off the riffles {n mumbers thae can
ke amders beliove they will ssffocaie.
Fovger manching this haich, however, if
you arc ivereseed in coching: the really
hig ones, because the bigger fish are
more interesied in the chobs and shin
ers that ane working the surface thin
they are in the bugs.

Alihonigh it s easily coversd—all il
Hiver Hood that mms on the nonb shore
all the way from Coolsburg up o shove
Halton—by a wading sngler with feh
dales amd there are plenty of fish (apain,
primaily—but not exclsively —soall-
mwmith hassy, it i not the streweh (o Gsk
If you like solitude in the summer.
However, if vou go early in Apeil and
May anal then agin fate in October and
November afier the “leal’ peepers” are
g, you will casily undesstand why
the L5 Forest Service gave 8 the coved-
ed Wikd and Scenic River designation.

Ive conght more big teom o this
sircich, specilically between Belltown
] Ponibonad Mills, than b all e otwers
oonilsinel, perimarily because it's chser
i mry home. T can fisd it in ol imes like
aurdy mommng and late evening. and of
sourse i thiose plivdoos monihs before
uid adber thee whminom hawch, OF course,
1 wene it Ionest subterfigge, | would
s 1l you that the biggest o | lave
s soeth (s opposed o ever cainghd ) in
s Clarion ane way hack up =1 where
pour fimygors. oo in Jolnsosting.

A Few Things Worth

Remembering

Fiecss mes seawsios oo | encounicned

n Neovember 1909 were comding out of

he “All Tackie Trophy Trou® sectian

setween Ridyway and Johnsonburg.
] ot (88 g G




THE CLARION RIVER

Crrrfiarnesl from faipe [(X}

They were conjregaiod n il fisg pood
af ciold water fn the East Rranch ai the
popom of a emile-long siretch of
*pursery walcr” where fishing is not pee
mivied. That ol low-head indlusarial
daimof which there has been talk al
removid for years, just above Ridgway
perevEnts trotil frcm moving upsincam
Consegquently, I yol are interested in
s somee real heackbunting ke in the
Eall, thesse T miles wosilkl he the place
b center yukr activiry Prohing the

mnwths of Mason Run and Litde Mill
rigthit above Ridgway with the largest
wonlly Buggrs you can throw coulbd
prvluce some ounstanding fish

i £ I i

Favallre, mraryfTdes, el ifaen cuedfire T
Bl af e CTirion 'y dariviees Flwere anre fiwe
.DI:"'"""' Paptclvs il U Prapl are GERCT
aiiids

As | learmmed one evening alee
wipstling @ lumie hass gnad lavings {0 spa
auit @ B-inelelong creck chulb as | was
pelemsing i, thenc's aiech o I sakd bor

coming hig or staying home.” The
Clarion, alihough it is changing aod
mproving: cvery vear as the iikaances
festock mere and more of the v ilics,
cupently has mo “glamour” hatches, =0
il wop predbators arc i prmcraliss
ik their lving on oeck chubs, adiy
s, soubpins, crayfish, sisd hellpranimites.

The two patiemns | e exchsbely o
iminie s smongastand are e Nudria
mymph il thi Wisully Pager, Itk
vl avin ®4, 33%-Anng hooks witl ample
besd wrapped amund the shatik Whare
e weter s too big of browling. which
is typical of where the hig trow arc
founsl, 1 iise 8 minkire bullet head on
thee line ar the nosc of the fly. Sl unkby

ks this help me gt 0 ihee Isoitneian, 46
also impars o jigging action that is
abmost Nke ewitching a string in Tront of
4 cat. Be careful abowm the minihallet
heads you buy, however, as some ol
them arc meant to be ted ontoe the
whank of the ook like 3 beal bead, and
they have very sharp edges that will ot
thpough vour line quickly, & weight:
forweard, Noating line makes memding,
pickup, @l sirike detection with this
ech weighi far casker than enploying
a sk head

| carry four caolors of Woolly
Bupgers—charreuse, vellow, black, anid
whitc—ant), with the exception of the
black masdel, use Barred Rock feathers
for e hackle, Tn addition, | use & felt dp
marker o make bars on the mirabau
tails. The wisual effect of this fly in the
waier ks remarkably close 10 the dem)
fiani food species, the soulpln, and the
schectbon of colors (5 a et aid in match
ing the waler comaditions such s the I
water of bae summer of e discolarion
the piver can pick gy From @ beavy mam A
Tweight oufit helps a great del when
your'ne throwing these things

A Brighter Future
AT AN AOCELIRATING BACE, B fhe offects of
tlvie clomagy takee hokl, the Clarion Kiver
will hc:m“ i spresal miere andd pmaare
mayily hatches, Alrcady thewr arc uncon
firmed repors af both Yellow (Epaemion
iy amd Slage  Drakcs {feamcbia sp.y
ai e distance frem the tributares, Al
unidoubiedly, berween the stacking
elfors of the Pennsylvani Fish and Hoat
sk and the Wilknmere Fish ond
Game Club, the natrel roproduciben
the entire watershed is sEarting 10 [ck up
msmerifuin. U've sorn clinsds, of brout fry
arift pase me while | ws Ashing, There bs,
hoswever, ope mone Using thil sccds o
| abonc

in Charles Meck's 1989 book,
Pempnsyliwieria Tredsd SPFeains cergel Thwedr
flaggchics, he conehides his sceibnp on
this waterway by sayving, “The Clorio
weastldl (e an excelient river for 3 mo-kill
area.” Today, boih the Bast and the
West Branches have “Ely Fishing® oF
“Delayed Hurves:”™ sections, and the
upper part of the river belweoi
Jiehensonilisrg anad Hidgwery is “All T klc
Trophy Trour.® Bulb the prettiest amd
ulimaicly perhaps the most prishective
part, the section that is righily
described as “Wild and Scenic,” has mo
|'||-|:||.|;-|_1iu|| Perhaps, after fishdmngg ihis
remarkable watcrshed, yvou will help
changge that to read, “The Wwild and
Lernie it Moekill” Clamon River, e

Jomis SEET is @ freclance WHIET M
lives in Shigepenville. FA
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